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DESIGNING 
SELEC110N Of 
DESIGNS FROM 1HE: 
1C)28 S1UDE:N1 
COMPEflflON 

AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF STEEL CONSTRUCTION, INC. 
NEW YORI( CLE .... ElAND 
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he American Institute of Steel Construction, Inc., presents in 

this booklet the designs for steel bridges worked out in com­

petition by various architectural students of the United States. 

Three cash pri7As were awarded by the Institute for the solu· 

tion of a theoretical architectural bridge design as a means 

of encouraging constructive thought towards the betterment 

of bridge archite cture. The competition was held through the 

Beaux-Arts Institute of Design , and divided in two stages. 

Preliminary sketches were mode in nine hours. 

, 
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here were 57 designs submitted From students in the various 

architectural schools and ateliers affiliated with the Beaux-Arts 

Institute. From these ten designs were selected by the jury 

For fina l development at a large scale. From these ten three 

were selected at the final judgment to receive the cash awards 

posted by the American In~titute of Steel Construction , Inc., 

one being disqualified because the finished rendering pic­

tured a bridge departing materially From the original sketch. 

Due to their fine croftmanship others were selected For special 

mention by the Beaux-Arts Institute of Design. 
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he preliminary exercise was held on May 19, '929, and the 

preliminary judgment on May 28. In addition to the ten se~ 

lected to compete in the final judgment mention was given to 

the work of 

J. F. Malloy, University of Illinois 

C. Bierschcnk, Yale University 

P. Groesse, Yale University 

E. M. Jones, Yale University 
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alf-mention was given to the work of 

S. C. Russell, Catholic UniVArsity 

H. A. Gnerre, Atelier Morgan 

S. Breines, New York University 

W. V. Reed, University of Illinois 

S. J. Potter, Yole University 





tudent designs of steel bridges may not always be practical, 

yet the contest proves a fact of which the American Institute 

of Steel Construction, Inc., had but indefinil~ knowledge. It 

shows that there is c lorge field for the aesthetic solution of 

bridge desi~ll . 
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T 

he drawings submitted in this competition were all byarchi­

tectural students. While in some cases they obviously lacked 

a knowledge of fundamental engineering principles, they did 

not, however, run counter to those principles to any great 

extent. Furthermore, they have shown imagination and orig­

inality. They prove t~Qt it is possible to obtain new nnd 

beautiful effects with a steel bridge. 
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f 

ttenticn is especially directed to the modern note in many of 

the designs for piers. Beacon lights not only afford illumination 

of the bridge at night, but will doubtless prove of convenience 

to aviators. This is a factor which bridge builders at the future 

will undoubtedly be called upon to take into consideration. 

The American Institute of Steel Construction, Inc., is sn 

well satisfied with the results of this competition that it has 

practically determined that the experiment will be repeated. 
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ext year the preliminary exercise will be held on February 

15 and the preliminary judgment on February 25. The finol 

rendu will be called an March 10 and be judged on April 1, 

'930. Out of such competitions It is huped to stimulate can· 

structive thought among architects which will develop certain 

aeslhetic principle, in brirl!Je design which can be success· 

fully utilized by the fabricators of structural steel. 
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• 

• 

he jury of award acting for the Beaux-Arts Institute of Design 

in thA '92.9 contest were: 

John Mead Howells 

Harvey W. Corbett 

Arthur loomis Harmon 

Theodore E. Blake 

Clinton Mackenzie 

Wm. F. Lamb 

L. C. Holden, Jr. 

C. C. Zantzinger 

Edward S. Hewitt, Chairman 
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T 

II ten designs submitted in the final competition hove been 

illustrated in this volume despite the fact that one was reiected 

for departing fru", the originally .ubmitte<! ,ketch. In all of 

these plans suggestions ore mode which con readily be 

adopted to practical designs. All show that beauty in steel 

construction is not illusive. 
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